IWGA President José Perurena, about JWGA
You Are Family 
After each edition of The World Games, we as IWGA look for a label or a character for the event. For The World Games 2022, held from 7th to 17th July in Birmingham, USA, we have decided on the label ‘Comeback Games’. I made this clear in my speech during the Closing Ceremony at the Protective Stadium. I spoke then of “the Games of reunion, where athletes and organizers from The World Games family got back together. They all got back on stage, after such a long wait in the wings, and performed brilliantly.”
After two years in which all sport was extremely restricted by the pandemic – we had to postpone our event by one year - this comeback came at exactly the right time. This is because the Games in the USA also demonstrated that The World Games 2022 was a great festival of sport, and also a demonstration of the ability of human beings to compete hard while still living together in peace and harmony. And we all crave for peace in these unsettling times. 
But they were not only the ‘Comeback Games’. They were in the same way the ‘Athletes’ Games’. During those summer days in Birmingham, it was clear that the athletes celebrated their return to the stage of sport as a great festival. They lived what our event is all about: “to compete hard and to live in peace and harmony.” And they enjoyed it tremendously. IOC President Thomas Bach, who visited Birmingham for two days, said about the eleventh edition of TWG: "We are happy if the athletes are happy. And the athletes are happy here in Birmingham." 
Much of the feedback we've received through our social media channels reflects that sense of happiness. TWG got under their skin – literally; we now have a collection of photos of athletes proudly wearing our logo as a tattoo. In the meantime, we can also prove this satisfaction with numbers. To evaluate the event, we commissioned the company Quantum to conduct a survey. Not all the results have been compiled yet, but what we do already know is that 86 percent of the athletes who answered our questionnaire said they were satisfied or even very satisfied with The World Games 2022. This result makes us proud. 
But feelings alone do not describe a multi-sport event. That's why I would first like to present some facts and figures. 34 sports were on the programme during ten competition days. 377,000 tickets were issued to the fans of our sports. 3,457 athletes from 99 nations competed in 58 disciplines and 223 medal events for the gold of the Games. It became clear that we really are ‘world games’, because medals went to athletes from 73 countries – more than ever before. 
Team Japan once again made it into the top ten. With 10 gold, 11 silver and 12 bronze medals, Japan came eighth in the medal tally. The fact that our Games have gained in importance in your country can be proven through a comparison with the editions in the past. In Wroclaw, Poland in 2017 Japanese athletes won 24 medals, in Cali, Colombia in 2013 there were 10, in Kaohsiung, Chinese Taipei in 2009 there were 15 and in Duisburg, Germany in 2005 there were 18. When Japan hosted the event, they won a total of 25 medals and came seventh in the medal tally. Balancing all eleven editions since 1981 when we premièred in Santa Clara, California, Japan is also in the top ten. More precisely, your country is ranked seventh. The World Games and Japan – that fits, and it has shown sustainability over more than four decades. 
The growing importance of the Games in your country can also be seen in another figure. 138 athletes from Japan competed in Birmingham; there were 96 in Wroclaw and 76 in Cali. No other country from Asia was represented by more participants at this year's Games. And it just fits that the youngest athlete in the Games, Fuga Kamizeki, also came from Japan. The 14-year-old competed in the new discipline Drone Racing. A real veteran also took part: Hiroyuki Isagawa was also at the Games right back in 1981 in Santa Clara, as a Powerlifting coach. We honoured his dedication, and dedicated a post to him in our little Instagram live show “Let's meet with." 
What also should not be forgotten is that Team Japan provided one of the absolute sporting highlights during the Games. More than 10,000 spectators watched the rematch in the USA vs. Japan Softball. After the defeat at the Olympic Games in Tokyo, the Americans were eager for revenge. The final was one of the most anticipated events of TWG 2022. 
This final at TWG was ‘Talk of the Town’, and not only of the town. Let me put it this way: The World Games family is grateful for this thrilling moment. The fact that this match had such significance after the Tokyo final shows us at the same time that The World Games have great importance in the world of sport. Our gold is precious. This was also clear in your country: TV Tokyo had secured the broadcasting rights for The World Games in USA, while 276 million people worldwide were reached by the TV channels telling the stories of the Birmingham days. 
The connection between Japan and The World Games is without question a success story. It began in 1981, when the country was one of the 58 countries represented at the first edition. But above all, the 2001 Games in Akita included a special feature. More than that, they created a legacy. The World Games Plaza in Akita impressed the observers from Duisburg so much that they also wanted to establish such a meeting place and a complementary cultural programme for their edition too. Since then it has been obligatory for every host to make such an offer to the people during the Games. 
Another part of the legacy of the Games in 2001 is the Japan World Games Association (JWGA). Founded in 1985, it successfully reached out to host the sixth edition in Akita in 2001. Ever since then, the JWGA has played a significant role in making your country such an important part of our event. You are really ‘family’! This importance can also be seen in the fact that Fumio Morooka, one of your Board Members, served as a Board Member of the IWGA for four years as well. 
The Japan World Games Association is a role model in respect of the cooperation between IWGA and national sports organisations. Now there is a similar organization in Israel and several other countries. In Poland a comparable entity was founded after the 2017 Games. It is now part of our strategy to seek close cooperation with the National Olympic Committees (NOCs) when they are also responsible for non-Olympic sports. In all other countries, the national sports organizations (NSOs), which include the JWGA, are our counterpart. 
We are convinced that the athletes should be on the centre stage and receive the best possible conditions for their competitions. This ambition can only succeed with support from their home country. The Japanese delegation during The World Games in Birmingham did this in an exemplary manner. And that - also and especially - when it counts. I remember that there were COVID-19 cases among the Japanese athletes. I also remember how well the people in charge took care of these participants. 
The athletes also appreciate being seen as representatives of their country and being able to perform as a team. To be able to compete as Team Japan at The World Games made them proud and motivated them. 
What must not be overlooked is that supporting the athletes who compete at our event is an investment in the future. Quite a few sports and disciplines from our portfolio are moving up into the Olympic programme. The Tokyo Games provide an example of this. After Wroclaw 2017, Karate, Climbing, Roller Sports and Softball were all represented in Tokyo. In Paris, Breaking, a discipline of TWG 2022, will also be new on the programme. 
Conversely, that means that if you promote athletes from The World Games family, you don't have to start from scratch when they compete in the Olympics. Let's take Breaking as an example: Japan won one gold medal (in B-Girls) and two bronze medals (B-Girls and B-Boys). Now that gives you more than hope for gaining medals in Paris as well. Japan won six medals in Sports Climbing; this sport is also part of the Olympic programme in 2024. 
We underlined the important connection between NOCs and NSOs at this year's ANOC meeting in Seoul. Our Executive Director Joachim Gossow specifically addressed the Memorandum of Understanding between the IWGA and the JWGA. Your Vice President Kazutoshi Watanabe and I used the Birmingham Games as an opportunity to sign it. The MoU proves that we have taken our already outstanding cooperation to the next level. 
This cooperation with your Association is of importance to us, in order to help make our event better known in the individual country. For this reason we signed similar agreements with the NSOs in Austria, Israel and Latvia. The main focus is that the athletes get the recognition they deserve in their home countries; this cannot be done without the support of the national sports entities. The Birmingham Games and your engagement in this event underlines this statement. 
For us, this is also of importance. It strengthens the relationship between the IWGA and The World Games family. Part of this is the recognition of The World Games as the main summer event for non-Olympic Sports. 
Let me conclude by saying that Japan can be proud of its appearance at The World Games 2022. And for us it is not only since Birmingham that we see our 39 member federations as part of The World Games family. As mentioned before, we also include the JWGA as a family member. You belong to us, and that is good. It is good for the development of The World Games and it is good for your athletes. With this in mind we are heading together to Chengdu, China, where we will host the 12th edition of our event. We count on your support on the #RoadtoChengdu. Most of all, I look forward to welcoming your team to the stadium at the Opening Ceremony on 7th August 2025. 
